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and I could afford very well to wait till it opened to me
by the death of my colleague, without wishing a most
worthy and respectable man to die a moment sooner than
ripe nature demanded.   The duty consists in a few hours'
labor in the forenoons when the Court sits, leaving the
evenings and whole vacation open for literary pursuits.
I will not relinquish the hope of such an establishment
without an effort, if it is possible without dereliction of
my principles to attain the accomplishment of it.    As I
have suffered in my professional line by addicting myself
to the profane and unprofitable art of poem-making, I
am very desirous to indemnify myself by availing myself
of any prepossession which my literary reputation may,
however unmeritedly, have created in my favor.    I have
found it useful when I applied for others, and I see no
reason why I should not try if it can do anything for

myself.

Perhaps, after all, my commission may be got out be-
fore a change of Ministry, if such an event shall take
place, as it seems not far distant.    If it is otherwise,
will you be so good as to think and devise some mode in
which my case may be stated to Windham or Lord Gren-
ville, supposing them to come in?   If it is not deemed
worthy of attention, I am sure I shall be contented; but
it is one thing to have a right to ask a favor, and another
to hope that a transaction, already fully completed by
the private parties, and approved of by an existing Ad-
ministration, shall be permitted to take effect in favor of
an unoffending individual.   I believe I shall see you very
shortly, unless I hear from Mundell that the business
can be done for certain without my coming up.   I will
not, if I can help it, be flayed like a sheep for the bene-
fit of  some pettifogging lawyer or attorney._ 1 Have
stated the matter to you very bluntly; indeed, I am not
asking a favor, but, unless my self-partiality blinds me,
merely fair play.   Yours ever,           ^y sheriffdom;
